[Experience of predeposit autologous blood transfusion and medication of recombinant human erythropoietin in pediatric open heart surgery].
To avoid using the homologous blood, 11 children between the age of 5 and 15 years donated autologous blood of 10 ml/kg of body weight (upper limit 400 ml) once a week for two weeks prior to elective open heart surgery. Five of 11 children received erythropoietin (100 U/kg of body weight) intravenously three times a week for two weeks. Only one patient experienced a mild donor reaction but no adverse effects occurred in erythropoietin therapy. In all the patients cardiac operations were able to be completed without homologous blood transfusion. Patients treated with erythropoietin were not anemic despite of preoperative donation although without erythropoietin therapy patients were mildly anemic. Our experience documents safety and effectiveness of predeposit autologous blood transfusion and erythropoietin therapy in pediatrics.